> - 
2 1 


** 


THE- 


| Paſtor's Power,” 


= 


AND THE 


cople's Ohedie 


Briefly ſtated and defended, 
IN A 


SER MON 


Preached before the 
Synod of DUMFRIES, 


October 13th, 1730. 


By Mr. Joan Sco rr Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Halil. | 
9 — enps - — 
Publiſhed at the Requeſt of ſome who heard it. 
R — — 


Bas > 


ER DINAURE K 
Printed by Mr. JAMES DAVIDSON and Ce x- 
PAN, and ſold at his Shop, MDCCXXXI. 


* 


ö _— 
dt 
* 
. Fd 
& £ 


Fu 


4 11 
416 
9 ' 
Nen 
* 116 
all 
„ 
* 
Nan 14 
+4 uf 
a 4; 
1 
4 "4 
gt; % 
44 


ys 


+” \ 
=_ Fai 
3 _ — * 


. 


* 


, 
| w; 
a” 


4 
ANSP 
th 


"I 
A 
0 4* 
Wks)! 
Wo. 
als 
4 


UY 
* 
1 
„ 
7 
1 
Win 


7 

* 
* 
1 ; 
* 


, 
* 
— . 
&. 5 
: 
. 
. » 
2 2 
4 
— 
* 
. — —— 
* 
„ - N 
— 
* 
_ - 
* 
— — — 22 
*% 
. 


n 
8 * 
* 
% 
— 
— 
— — - 
— 5 —— 
I 


* 


CH 


X * 
1 — * * oO 
- 9 — 2 E ——— — ——— — 7 24 
L 


; 25 0 . 4 
| 8 F Y 1 ; p , a . 
5 101 
4 Sen. Ws 4 Ay 2 8 N pf nol VL. > (oy 72 T- - 0 GO p I 162 apr 
= . * — a" a < KN - P _ 4. nn 
— 277 r. 977 it 2 AlL - D 4 U by 712 bw in ID Will. 
7. 4 GS 7 \ GJ AE : DIL. 10 
7 N el , \= + > SS ' * * * Y LE 4 Nee, . 5 111 
2 : _ — if , 18 0 * — . - — 5 N 
of 1 - 1 4 - * 9 v Sw » ? 4 S \ * - — * > « : 
os O » . - 4 


o * i * * 1 » o ! : 
„ 5 , i £ 
#1 41 
- . 
— * = A ; f 
* * : 

*..160:59 
14 1 

7 6 b - „ $4114? 
. ' C 
("1 
*% 0 wil 
: K , it 

+ ; il 

. F , " 
F 1-11 

1 

. - Os a , * 1 * 

* « i 
— 


1 Defire of ſeveral judicious Miniſters who beard 


1 this Sermon, together with ſome other Motives a 5 
needleſs to be mentioned here, determined me to print 1 
it ; without further Apology for the Preſumption of Wh 


expofing to publick View, a naked Diſcourſe, whoſe 
thief Particulars, as well as the whole Form of ma- 
naging them, are liable to conſiderable Difficulties. 

THE Author of The Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church aſſerted (who, under Pretence of oppoſing 
the Encroachments of Popery and Church Fower, 
bas laboured at once to ſet aſide all Chriftian Ordi- 
nances, and the very Being of a Chriſtian Mmiſtry, 8 
and a Chriſtian Church;) is the famous Latitudinari- 9 


an Writer, whoſe Reaſonings, tho not particularly TH 
cited, are chiefly aimed at in this Diſcourſe : Which by. 
will be therefore beſt underſtood by thoſe who have 


read that Book. And tho I am far from thinking 
this ſmall Performance an equal Anſwer thereto ; 9 
jet, F I am not miſtaken, the Office and Power of 1 
lurch. men, whether as fingle Paſtors, or united in on 
Judicatories, are here ſo carefully ſtated and guard- 
ed, as will ſtand the Shock of that Formidable Ad = 
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iv. PREFACE 
ver ſary better, than ſome of thoſe Tory. Schemes of 


Church Power, which have appeared againſt him 


with more Raillery than Reafon. And the Diſ- 


courſe, ſuch as it is, may poſſibly help ſome private 
Perſons to a ſhort and eaſy Piew of Church. Power, 
and to a better Senſe of their Duty towaras their 
Spiritual Guia, nd Rulers in Eccleſi ** Mat 
Fers. 

As the chief Def ign of this 8 2s to * 
bliſh a moderate Church Power, conſiſtent with pri- 
vate Judgment, and independent of the cruil Magi- 


firate, (which more than Forty Tears uninterrupted 


Experience hath proven to be very practicable, and 
ſafe for both Church and State, inthis Nation, ſo 
by a plain Conſequence, or native Inference from it, 

a good Anſwer may be made to thoſe, who cry out 
gaiuſt the preſent Miniſters, as impairing, if not de 
nying, ile Headlbip of Feſus Chriſt over his Church, 
We meet, conſtitute, paſs Sentence, and do every e. 
ther Thing competent for us in the Name of Jeſus, 
and, to the beſt of our Skill, according-to the Rules 


laid down by him And if this be not to acknowledge 


bis Kingſhip or Headſbip in a very practical Manner, 
1 would gladly know what they mean by it. Some 
who make the greateft Noiſe about this Affair, ſeem 
to underſtand it leaſt; they have unhappily annexed 
70 the Kingſhip of Jeſus, which is altogether of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature, ſome foreign Ideas of worldly Power 
and Policy, takenfrom the Kingdoms of this Earth, 
and then complain of us, becauſe we act not agrecably 
to their Notions But moſt unjuſtly, ? *Tis true, we 
re- 


| PREFACE v 

reform not ſome Things in the State of which they. 
complain; becauſe we have no Power to medale with 
them; for in Cvil Matters or State Affairs,” Cbriſt 
hath given us none, unleſs it be to put the Mazifrate 
in Mind of bis Duty, to act agreeably tothe Lauer 
God, when Providence calls us to it. 

WE are not for uſing Force in extirpating thoſe 
who differ from us; becauſe Chriſt hath told us, His 
Kingdom is not of this World, and therefore not 
io be propagated by Fire and Sword, or the like vio. 
lent Methods. And as Perſecution for Conſcience- 
Sake is not our Doctrine, ſo it ſhould never be our 
Temper. Miniſters may doubtleſs defend their juſt 
Rights and Frivileges, like other Subjefts; they may 
call in the Magiſtrates Aid, when neceſſary to pre- 
vent open and violent herebe lon made upon them, by 
the declared Enemies of both Church and State. But 
Church-men as ſuch have no Power of the Sword; 
they b ave no Power of inflifting carnal Severities * 
pon theſe who differ from them, and they ſhould not 
deſire the civil * to do it merely on that 
Account. 

THE Variety of Particala rs neceſſarily crowded 
into this Sermon, in order to place the Subject there- 
of tn. a, competent Light, hath rendred both the Stile 
and Rea ſoning more rough and perplexed, than will 
be agreeable to a'delicare Taſte, an hath doubtleſs 
occaſfoned greater Faults of antther Na ture, which 
cannot eſcape the judicious Reader But ] hope he 
will have the Goodneſs to forgive them, and encourage 
the firſt printed Sermon of a young Preacher, whoſe 


fin. 


PREFACE 
fenzert Deſire it, that Paſtors and People may e. 
gually. phfoy their reſpectiue Rights? 1 That divine Go. 
wereamert and ſacred Liberty inay equally flouriſh! 
Ana that Peate und Truth may be theBleſfing s of thid 
Grarch io lateſt ny Amen. e 
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Heb, xiii. 1 17. Obey them that hive the 
Rule over you,and ſubmit yourſelves:=-: 


rapper in the Diſputes about Church- 


too eagerly flying one Extreme run 
into the oppoſite, and 'often miſs the 


while the Pattons of Church-power, With the Payifts, 
raife its Authority to an exorbitant and 
Height. ſome Advocates for Liberty ſinł it too lows 


and inwacily run into the Latitudinarian Scheme af 


Atarchy and Contufion, op Pa Ptin- 
ciples 


power, as in many others, that Men 


Truth which lies between them. For 
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ciples as are utterly ſubverſive of all Government, 
Diſcipline and Order in the Houſe of God. I in- 
tend therefore, (in a humble Dependence upon the 
holy Spirit for his_ neceſſary Aids, and upon your 
Goodneſs, my Revizend Fathers and Brethren, for 
a charitable Conſtruction of the bold Attempt, ) to 
ſtate and illuſtrate the Paſtor's Power and People's 
Obedience, in ſuch a Manner as to avoid Extremes 
on either Hand, and to obviate ſome plauſible Rea- 
ſonings of a famous Latitudinarian Writer, againſt 
dy Phe Power or Authority of Churchmen of any 
Any tho! it be a certain Truth, and the Founda- 
tion of Chriſtianity, both in the earlier and later 
Ages thereof, that in Matters of Religion every Man 
mult examine, believe, and judge for himſelf, accor- 
ding to the Holy Scriptures, and no Man hath Do- 
minion over another's Faith; yet it is no leſs true, 
and certain from the ſacred Oracles, that in the 
Church, ſome are to teach, others to be taught, 
ſome. are to miniſter in holy Things, others to be 
miniſtred unto, and ſome are to rule, and others to 
obey. Hence the Apoſtle in the Text, gives it as a 
Charge tothe Chriſtian People, to obey them that rule 
over them, and ſubmit unto them: Which it is plain, 
is to be underſtood of ſpiritual Guides or Rulers, from 

the Argument ſubjoined, dran from their Nature and 

Uſefulneſs, For, ſays he, they watch for your Souls, 

as | believing they muſt give an Account to God of 

their Charge and Office, and if they ſhall do # 
with Grief and not with Foy, this will be anprofita- 
ble, nay hurttul nto you the People, as well as un- 


to them the Rulers. Fra 7” = 
Ix the firſt Part of the Verſe, which I have cho- 


FEE K. 


* 


ſen ſor my Text, we may notice theſe two Things. 
If, THAI 


e e is ww OD = 


=» » YT/P FPOocwu 


C34. , 
1½, Tnar there arc, and ought ſtill to be, Perſons 


in the Church, who have ſome Authority, ſome 
Rule and Power over others: This the A poſtle clear- 


y intimates, when he requires People to obey them 
that have ſuch Rule or Government in the Church. 
The origrnal Word iyu&%'s bhauing Rule, as uſed 
by both ſacred and prophane Writers, ſignifies mo- 
ral Power or Authority. It is applied to our Savi- 
bur, Matth. ii. 6. and tranſlated Governor : And with 
ſome Variation to Tiberius and Pontius Pilate, Luke 
iii. x. pointing out the civil Power and Authority be- 
longing to them reſpe&ively. The ſame Word is 
applied to Judas and Silas, Acts xv. 22. and tho' 
we tranſlate it Chief Men among the Brethren, yet 
it plainly ſignifies Men Ruling or Governing among 
the Brethren. From which, and from the whole 
Circumſtances of that Context, it appears, that o- 
thers, beſides the Apoſtles and preaching Elders or 
Teachers, namely ſome of the Chriſtian Brethren join- 
ed in ruling the Church in that firſt Council, which 
is a fit Pattern for us to imitate. But thoꝰ the ori- 
inal Word may include all Church-rulers, whether 
aſtors or Ruling- elders; yet becauſe of the Reaſon 
ſubjoined, which is peculiar to the teaching Paſtors, 
who in Sctipture ſtill are called Watch- men, and 
ſaid to watch over others; And to prevent Confuſion 
in the following Diſcourſe, I ſhall conſider it, only 
as pointing out the peculiar Power and Authority of 
the ordinary Paſtors, or Biſhops of the Chriſtian 
Church, not excluding Rnling-clders, in ſuch In- 
ſtances of Power, as may be common to them with 


the preaching Presbyters or Paſtors. 


2dly, The Duty of the Chriſtian People to their 
ſpiritual Guides and Rulers, is here expreſt in two 


Words; they are to obey them, and ro ſubmit unto 
: B them. 
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TY ( 1 | 
them. Not as if an abſolute Obedience, and blind 
Submiſſion were here required; but People are to o- 
bey, or to be perſuaded by, their Eccleſiaſtical Su- 
periors, ſo far as is reaſonable and neceſſary for the 
great Purpoſes of Religion, and the Order of the 
Church, and ſuitable to that limited Power and 
Authority, with which the ordinary Teachers are 
inveſted from the Lord. They are not only to obey, 
but to ſubmit themſelves, which, ſays TheophylaF, 
is an intenſe or high Obedience; that is, in Mat- 
ters of Indificrency, which muſt be determined by 
ſome Authority or other, the People ought generally 
to be of a yielding condeſcending Temper, chearful- 


ly ſubmitting to their Paſtors ſuperior Power and 


Judgment. 

In further d iſcourſing upon this Text and Subject, 
I ſhall endeavour as plainly as I can in ſuch a nar- 
row Compaſs, | 5 
I. To ſtate and defend that Power and Autho- 
rity, which the ordinary Paſtors and Rulers of the 
Church are inveſted with from Jeſus Chriſt, accor- 
ding to the Nature of their Office, and the Rules 


of the Goſpel. 


II. Speak a little of that Obedience and Submiſ- 
ſion, which is due from a Chriſtian People, to ſuch 
as have the Rule over them in ſpiritual Things. And, 

III. Conclude with a ſhort Addreſs, firſt to the 
Paſturs, and next to the People of the Chriſtian 


* 


Churdgi. — 


AND I. I am to ſtate and defend that Power 
and Authority, which the ordinary Paſtors and 
Rulers of the Church are inveſted with from Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Nature of their Office, 
and the Rules of the Goſpel. 


Anp 


- 


3 Fi 

Anp in the New Teſtament, Biſhops and Pres- 
byters or Preaching Elders being the ſame Thing, 
both in Name, Power, and Office, I ſhall make 
no Diſtinct ion between them, but uſe indifterently, 
Biſhops, Presbyters, Paſtors or Miniſters, for the 
ſame Office, -as they occur, without Regard to that 
Diſtinction, which Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtom and Au- 
thority hath unwarrantably made between them, in 
ſome Churches. 

Anp that I may proceed the more regularly in 
this large and intricate Subje&, I ſhall do theſe 


two Things, | 


1/t, Sn that there is, and ought to be, a ſtand- 
ing Office of Paſtors or Teachers, by Divine Ap- 
pointment, in the Church of God. And 2dly, 
Conſider more particularly the Nature and Extent 
of that Power and. Authority, with which they are 
inveſted by Jeſus Chriſt. 

1. As to the firffl, That there is and ought to 
be, a ſtanding Office of Paſtors or Teachers by Di- 
vine Appointment in the Church of God, may be 
plain to every honeſt Man who will conſult his 
Bible. For there we find, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom alone it belongs to fix Ordinances in his 
Church, and to appoint, ſend, or authorize Perſons to 
diſpenſe them, gave at firſt Apoſtles, Prophets, E- 
vangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers for the Mork of the 
Miniftry; * And to edifie the Body of Chriſt, inthat 
and every ſucceeding Age, till all come to Perfection, 
that is to the End of the World. 

Concerning the Succeſſion, in which the Paſtoral 
office was to be continued, we have theſe Words of 
Paul to Timothy 2 Epiſtle ii. 2. The Things which 
thou haft heard of me, among many wh the 

ame 


= Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13. 
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ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able 


to teach others alſo. And the ſame Apoſtle tells 


us 1 Tim. iii. 1. That he who deſires the Office of a 
Biſhop,defires a good Work, plainly intimating that 
it was to be a ſtanding Office in the Church of 
God. And among the other Qualifications of a 
Biſhop, there laid down, this is one, that he rule 
well his own Houſe : For ſays the Apoſtle, v. 5. 
If a Man know not how to rule his own Houſe, how 
ſhall he take care of, or rule the Church of God? 
thereby intimating, that when a Man is put into 
the Office of a Biſhop, he hath ſome Power, ſome 
Authority over the Church of God, which he had 
not before. By the very Charter conſtituting the 
Ch iſtian Church, Jeſus hath declared, that there 
ſhall be Paſtcrs in it, to the End of the World ; 


fixcd their neceſſary Qualifications, and the Rules, 


according to which they are to be ſer apart for that 
Work and Service. And accordingly we find the 
Apoſtles ordained Elders, Presbyters or Biſhops, in 
every Church, Acts xiv. 23. and gave them a Power 
of ordaining others, duely called and qualified ac- 
cording to Scripture Rules ; as well as of perform- 


ing any other Part of the Miniſterial Work, other- 


wiſe the Paſtoral Office muſt ceaſe with the Apo- 
ſtles. For in the New Teſtament we find none be- 
lides the ordinary Paſtors, Presbyters or Biſhops 
commiſſioned to ordain others. And Timothy ſeems 
plainly to have been ordained by à College or 

meet ing of Presbyters, 1 Tim iv. 14. N 
Bur to proceed Ciemeus Romanus, a Fellow-labou- 
rer with the Apoſtles, tells us, That the Apoſtles 
Preaching through Towns aud Countries appointed 
or ordained the firſt Fruits of their Labours, that is, 
: - the 


* Ep. 1 ad Corinth, 
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the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, Biſhops or Mini- 


ſters, ro them who ſhould after ward believe. And 


in another Place, he tells us, That they gave Rules, 


that when thoſe died, whom they had ordained, o- 
ther Men try'd and approven ſhould ſucceed 
in their Rocm, and receive their Miniſtry. It is 
very plain, from the current Teſtimony of ſucceedin 

Writers, nay of all Antiquity, that the Church (till 
had a peculiar Order of Men, fer apart to miniſter 
in Things ſacred. And where ever Chriſtianity hath 
obtained, we find in Fact, a ſtanding Office ofPaſtors or 
Teachers hath been received,as neceſſary in theChurch 
of God. And the Oppoſers of all Clergy-Power were 
generally in every Age reckoned Enemies roChriſtianity 
at bottom, whatever fair Pretences they put on. Nay, 
Heathens, as well as eus, had their Prieſts, which 
ſhews us, that a ſtanding Office of Men to miniſter 
in holy Things is agreeable to Reaſon, as well as to 
Scripture, and Antiquity. But it is not my preſent 
Deſign to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of a ſtanding Mi- 
niſtry from the Light of Nature; ſince thoſe J have 
to do with, acknowledge a Divine Revelation, and 
pretend to reaſon from it, againſt that ſacred Of- 
fice. The Apoſtle's Queſtion, Rom. x. 15. How ſhall 
they preach except they be ſent ? makes it weak and 
fooliſh, unreaſonable, abſurd and dangerous for 
perſons to pretend to preach, or miniſter in Holy 
Things, without a Miſſion, according to Scripture 
Rules. And we freely own, none cometh with ſuf- 
ficient Authority to preacn the Goſpel and rule 


the Church, whom Chriſt doth not ſend, either in 


an ordinary or extraordinary Way. But then to 
ſay, as ſome do, that none have a Commiſſion from 


iſt to preach the . Goſpel, as his Ambaſſadors, 


but ſuch as are named immediately by him, and have 
= their 


* See Rights of the Chriſtian Church aſſerted: 
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their Charge aſſigned them from Heaven, is alto- 
gether groundleſs and unreaſonable, an unwarran- 
table Straining of a Metaphorical Term, which they 
cry out againſt in other Caſes, and a downright De- 
nial of all Miſſion in an ordinary and mediate Way, 
It is every whit as abſurd, as to ſay, the ordinary 
Magiſtrates of a Burgh, tho' choſen and inveſted ac- 
cording to the Rules of their Charter, have no Power 
nor Authority over the City, becauſe not named 
and choſen immediately by the Sovereign. Jelus 
Chriſt having, in the Holy Scriptures, the grand 


Charter of the Chriſtian Church, appointed an Or- 


der of Men, to be ſet apart for the Service of the 


Sanctuary, fixed their Qualifications, and the Rules 


according to which they are to be choſen and 
ſet apart; when the ordinary Paſtors of the Church, 
who have a Power of ordaining others, as well as 
of diſpenſing the Sacraments, do ſet any Perſons a- 
part for that Office, who are duly called by the 
Church, and qualified according to Scripture Rules, 
they may be ſaid to be ſent, and commiſſioned by 
Chriſt, as much as the Magiſtrate of a Burgh, can 


be ſaid to be commiſſioned by their Sovereign to exe- 


cate the Laws, and diſpenſe Juſtice in ſuch a Place, 
Nay, they are as truly ſeat by Chriſt into the Mi- 
niſtry, as the firſt Apoſtles and Preachers were, tho' 
not altogether after the ſame manner. And in or- 
dinary Caſes, none are warranted to preach the Goſ- 
pel, and miniſter in Holy Things, except ſuch as 
are thus regularly ſent, and ſet apart by the Paſtors 
of the Church, accord ing to the Rules of the Goſpel. 
But in Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, for which noLaw 
can provide, (according to the known Maxim, Ne- 


ceny bath no Law) the Matter alters; for when a 


real Neceſſity occurs of Preaching the Goſpel * 
* uc 
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ſuch a Regular Miſſion, that very Neceſſity, being 
a plain Intimation of the Will of God, will doubt- 
leſs ſupply the Defects of an ordinary Miſſion, as has 
been generally owned, in the Caſe ot Frumentius and 
Edeſius mentioned by our Eecleſſaſtical Hiſtorians ; 
and his is not to ſet Matters looſe, nor to break o- 

en the ſacred Incloſure of the Paſtor's Work, for un- 
der the Old Jeſtament, when the Prieſts Miſſion and 


Office was fufficiently circumſcribed, extreme Ne- 


ceſſiry made Alterations therein, and ſeems to have 
laid open ſome Parts of it, without ſubverting the 
whole in ordinary Caſes. 
AND tho' under the New Teſtament, Religion is 
now every Mans Buſineſs, (as indeed it ſtill was by 
the Law of God) and all Chriſtians are called, in- 


differently, to exhort. inſtru& and admoniſh, one a- 


not her daily, as they have Ability, and Opportuni- 
ty, Heb. iii. 13. Ec. yet theſe, and the like friend- 
ly Offices of Religion may well be performed mu- 
tually, without incroaching upon the Paſtors pecu- 
liar Work. Theſe and the like general Exhortations, 
obtained under the Old Teſtament, when it is plain 
the Pricſts Office was a ſacred Incloſure ; and why 
may they not as well obtain under the New, with- 
out levelling all Chriſtians as to Things ſacred? All 
Subjects are by Law required to keep the Peace, and 
to be mutually aſſiſting to one another for that End; 
and yet no Man imagines, that ſuch general Calls 
warrant every one to act the part of a Juſtice of the 


Peace, except in Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, of 


which I haye already ſpoke. The Apoſtle's Queſ- 
tions 1 Cor. x1i, 29. Are all Apoſtles? are all Pro- 
phets ? are all Teachers, or Paſtors ? plainly make 
the Office of Paſtors peculiar to ſome Men now ag 
well as that of the Apoſtles was atfuſt : And by a 


1 
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clear conſequence exclude others from meddling with 
it. As ina Teſtament, where, by the Nature of the 
Deed, all are excluded, except the ſeveral Legatecs 
deſcribed, without any exclufive Clauſes expreſly 
mentioned; ſo, tho" there be no excluſive Clauſes in 
thoſe Scriptures, mentioning the Paſtor's Work and 
Qualifications, yer his Office is ſufficiently incloſed, 
and others not ſo called, ſent and qualified, are plain- 
ly excluded by the Nature of the Work, and the 
Directions given. 

I only add one Paſſage more, to ſhew that the 
Paſtor's Office 1s perpetual and peculiar now under 
the New ' Teſtament, as well as under the Old. 
As of old, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. They 
that ſerved at the Altar lived by the Altar, ſo hath 
the Lord ordained, that they who preach the Goſ- 
pel ſhould live of the Goſpel. This paſlage clearly a- 
ſcertains the Paſtor's Maintenance, and ſhews his 
Office to be perpetual in the Church, and his Work 
as a Preacher to be peculiar to ſome, not common to 
all Chriſtians : For if according to the levelling 
Principles of ſome celebrated Writers, all may law- 
fully preach the Goſpel, then by our Lord's Appoint- 
ment all ſhould live of the Goſpel, which would in- 
troduce Anarchy and Confuſion into both Church 
and State with a Witneſs. 

. . Tavs I have endeavoured to ſhew, that there is, 
and ought {till to be, a ſtanding Office of ordina- 
ry. Paſtors or Miniſters by Divine Appointment in 
the Church of God, and defended their Miſſion and 
Office, againſt the bold Attacks of ſome Latitudi- 
narian Writers, who would break down the ſa- 
cred Incloſure, and make all ſpiritual Things com- 
mon. And it ſeems to have been only ſuch ordina- 
ry Paſtors and Church Rulers, as are thus called 


and ſent in an ordinary Way, which the _ 
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h had in his Eye, when he gave 8 People this Charge 1 
70 in the Text, to obey them. a | | 1 
8 2. I proceed now to the ſecond Thing propoſed 1 
y upom this Head, namely to conſider more particu- 1 
Jarly the Nature and Extent of that Power and 9 


Authority, with which the ordinary Paſtors and 
r Rulers of the Church ſeem to be inveſted by Jeſus 
N Chrilt. And in the Entry upon this part of my 
a Diſccurſe, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that ag 
by Authority in general is commonly underſtood, a 
Mora | Power or Right, peculiar to ſome Men, not 
. Py ot 2 
comm on to all, of doing and enjoiging Things com- 

| petent for them, and. needful to be determined; ſo il 
| by the Clergy's Power and Authority there I under- We. 

ſtand a peculiar Right of doing and enjotaing ſuch 1 
Thing s, as in ordinary Caſes are competent for them 179 
alone 1:0 do or enjoin, and neceſſary to be determi- Wo 
ned biy them, according to the Nature of their Of- 
ſice arid the Rules of the Goſpel. 

AN D as their Authority is derived not from their 
Ordai ners, who only open the regular Door of en- 
tring i nto this Office, but from Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only F ing and Head of the Church univerſal ; fo the 
Exerci 'ſe thereof is limited and circumſcribed, not 
ſo mud th by the Rules of Men, as by the Laws of 
Jeſus t he chief Shepherd, and univerſal Biſhop of 


the C} iriſtian Church. But I conceive this Matter 1 
will be better illuſtrated by a few Inſtances of Church . 
Power juſtly limited, than by abſtract Reaſonings i 
upon - Authority in general, or upon the Paſtor's 4 


Power in particular: And therefore I ſhall briefly : 
confide:r the Nature and Extent of Church-mens 1 
Power, under the following particular Inſtances. 1 


1. A.xp here firſt the Queſtion is not concerning 
| C- the 
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the various Schemes of eccleſiaſtical Polity, framed 
by. ingenious Men ; not, what great Authority a. 
ſpiring Church-men have acquired in ſome Parts ot 
the World; nor, with how little they have reſted 
ſatisfied in others; but Jeſus Chriſt having eſtabli- 
shed the Chriſtian Church, and a ſtanding O ffice 
of Paſtors therein; the Queſtion preciſely is, what 
Power, what Authority he hath inveſted them 
with ? aj 

And if we look into the New Teſtament, we ſhall 
find the great Buſineſs of a Paſtor 1s to preach, the 
Goſpel, to inſtruc Sinners in the way ot Salva tion, 
to preſide in, or lead the publick Devotions of the 
Church, and to diſpenſe thoſe ſacred Rites, called 
Sacraments, to the Chriſtian People : And as this is 
the great and principal Work to which he is ci illed, 
fo it is plain, he hath all Power and Authority ne- 
ceſſary to a regular Diſcharge thereof, according to 
the Rules of the Goſpel. A Paſtor indeed hath no 
Power to make new Articles of Faith, or other 
Terms of Salvation than Chriſt hath laid d own. 
For he is not a Lawgiver but a Servant under C hriſt 
in the Houſe of God; his work in preaching, is to 


explain and inculcate thoſe Principles and Duties 


laid down by Jeſus in the Holy Scriptures. And 
in order to this, he may lay together ſuch diff -rent 
Texts as illuſtrate and confirm his Subject, er idea- 
your to make People perceive the plain and nece flary 
conſequences flow ing from them, and warn them 
of their Danger, if they receive them not. His Bu- 
ſineſs is to interpret Scripture, and cauſe People un- 
derſtand the Meaning thereof. But then, a Paſtor's 
Pow:r of interpreting Scripture, is not abſolute, 
nor uncontroulable : For to give him an abſolute 

5 Power 


13 


power of interpreting Scripture, and of obliging o- 


thers unconditionally to receive his Interpretation 
right or wrong, would be to make him a Lawgiver, 


in the Church of God ; and deſtroy that natural 
Right which Chriſqtians have to ſearch the Scriptures, 


and examine what is taught them, whether it be a- 


greeable to theſe holy Oracles or not. With preach- 
ing the Goſpel, we find diſpenſing the Sacraments 


uſually joined in Scripture: To do which the 


Paſtors of the Church have doubtleſs a Power from 
Jeſas Chriſt. But here it would be noticed, that 
Paſtors have not a Power of making new Sacra- 
ments, or of embelliſhing the old ones by their 


own Inventions : This belongs to Jeſus Chriſt | 
the only King and Head of his Church. But then 


Miniſters are, by Divine Appointment, the Stewards 
of theſe ſacred Myſteries, and ſhould not only diſ- 
penſe them, but keep them from being prophaned 
by ignorant or ſcandalous Perſons. This is a Piece 
of Church Diſcipline plainly in rhe Paſtor's Power, 
otherwiſe he cannot celebrate thoſe ſacred Rites, ac- 
cording to the Intention of Jeſus ia inſtituting them. 


And tle Paſtor's Power in diſpenſing theſe holy Myſ- 


teries, is not abſolute nor arbitrary; for it being the 


Duty, as well as the Privilege, of all profeſſed 
Chriſtians to partake of the Sacraments of Chriſt's 
Appointment, every Paſtor ſeems bound to diſpenſe 
them, to all credible Profeſſors of Chriſtianity who 
deſire the ſame; unleſs he can aſſign a competent 
Ground, ſuch as groſs Ignorance, or a ſcandalous 
Practice tor his Retuſal. 

2. Though every Miniſter be a Paſtor of the 
Church univerſal, and ſo hath an inherent Power oc 


diſpenſing Ordinances to any Part of ir, when he 1s 
C 2 duly 
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duly called; yet in a conſtitute Church, it is fit 

14 and expedient, nay neceſſary, to prevent Diſorder and 
4 Confuſion, that Miniſters have diſtin& Parts of the 
1 Lord's Vineyard aſſigned them, in which they ate 
1 | ſtatedly to labour: And to which they bear a pe- 
culiar Relation, as the Paſtors or Biſhops of that 

Congregation. To divide a Kingdom into various 

Provinces, Counties, Diſtricts or Pariſhes, for the 

more eaſy diſpenſing of Juſtice, and the more equal 

Aſſeſſment of the Lieges, belongs doubtleſs to the 

civil Magiſtrate, or ſupreme Ruler in the State ; and 

when the Magiſtrates Diviſions are ſmall, as with ys, 

and particular Benefices annexed to each diſtinct Pa- 

riſh, it is but juſt and reafonable for Church Ru- 

lers to have a Regard to thoſe legal Diviſions, in 

ſettling of particular Paſtors. But then the fixing of 

a ſpiritual Relation between ſuch a Paſtor and ſuch 

a People, the determining the Bounds cr Number of 
a ſingle Congregation or Church, among which he 

is ſtatedly to labour, is intirely in the Hands of 

the Paſtors or Rulers of the Chriſtian Church. The Re- 

lat ion between a Biſhop and his People feems to a- 

riſe from the mutual Conſent of both, and the Sen- 

tence of Church Rulers or Paſtors eſtabliſhing the 

fame. And when theſe three Wills or Conſents con- 

cur, vViZ. The Conſent of the Paſtor, or Perſon to 

be received as ſuch, the Conſent of the People, or of 

thoſe upon whom the Peoples Right devolves, and 

the Conſent or Sentence of a Church Judicatory 

competent; theſe three, I ſay concuring, fix a ſpi- 

Me ritual Relation between ſuch a Paſtor and ſuch a 
Yor People, unto whom he ought ſtatedly to minitter in 
38 holy Things; but tho' a Paſtor be ſtatedly to la- 
FP pour, in one particular Congregation thus commit- 


ted 
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ted to his Charge, yet he ceaſeth not to be a Minj- 
ſer of the Church Univerſal; and in his private 
Managements, and ſacred Miniſtrations amongſt his 
own Flock, he ought to have a Regard to the whole 
Society, or Body of Chriſtians ſcattered through the 


World. For, 


* . 
- 


Ir we look into the New "Teſtament, we ſhall 
find the whole Church of Chriſt, whether viſible or 


inviſible, repreſented as one ſingle Society, con- 
ſiſting of Paſtors and People, united together by 
the ſtricteſt Ties. All the Congregations of Chriſti- 
ans, ſcartered through the World, are repreſented 
as one moral or political Body and Society, made 


up of various Members; illuſtrated, by a beautiful 


Compariſon of it to a City, Pſal. cxxii. 3. and to 


the Body natural, Rom. xii. 45. and, 1 Cor. xii; 
12,-- 30. And this Repreſentation of the Church, as 


one organical Body, conſiſt ing of many Members, lays 
a Foundation for the Paſtors and Rulers of many fin- 
gle Congregations uniting together, for the joint 


Government of the Whole, which is PRRSBTTETT. 
There are many eccleſiaſtical Matters, which are 


of common Concernment to many ſingle Congrega- 
tions, ſuch as the Trial of Church-officers, the 


Ordaining and Depoſing of Paſtors, or the like: 


And it is agreeable both to Scripture and Reaſon, 
that Matters of common Concernment ſhould be - 
managed jointly, by the united Paſtors and Rulers - 


of the ſeveral Congregations intereſted. And tho” 
we have no expreſs Command, for Miniſters, thus 
meet ing together in Councils, or Synods, for the 


better Government of the Church, and the more 


effectual Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; yet we have Scrip- 


ture-warrant for it, not only from the general Re- 
preſentation 


r 15 cc 


1 Cond hoe nn 
preſentation of the Church as one Society or Bo- ; 
dy politick, but from the xv. Chap. of the Ads, where ; 
ws find the Paſtors of ſeveral Congregations meeting i 
together, and giving an authoritative Deciſion, in : 
Matters of common Concernment : And elſe- f 
where Mention is made of the Elderſhip “, or Preſ- : 
bytery, as of a common Council. 'Theſe Examples, 1 
together with the New Teſtament Repreſentation f 
of the Church, as one ſingle Society, or Body po- 0 
lit ick, diffuſed through various Parts of the Earth, * 
overturn the Independent Scheme, and ſhow the 4 
Miſtakes of thoſc, who repreſent the Chriſtian 5 
Church, as ſeveral diſtin& Bodies independent of ö 
each other. And this Repreſentation of the Church " 
ves likewiſe a plain and good Reaſon, why E a 
Church Cenſures, as well as Church Privilcges, i 
regularly diſpenſed in any one Part of the Catholick ol 
Church, ſhould extend their Efficacy thro' the M6 
whole; namely, becauſe the Church, however ſcat- 5 
tered, is one organical Body, eſtabliſhed by the uni- B 
verfal Laws of Chriſt her King, and governed by 2 
Paſtors of divine Appointment, who bear a Rela- | 5 
tion · to the whole Church, and whoſe Power is &- | * 
very where the ſame according to the Laws of Jeſus. 0 
And agreeably enough to the native Genius ot this W . 
Chriſtian Society or Body, all common Affairs of * 
the Church would be managed, by one common ju- 8 
dicatory, Presbytery, or Elderſhip, did the Circum- ay 
$8 ſtances of Mankind allow it to take Place. Bur _ 
oy this being impoſſible, in the preſent State of Things, * 
FD the neceſſary Condition of human Affairs diverts th 
$3 15 the Government of the Chriſtian Church, from the 
N one 
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one Current, in which it naturally flows, into ſeyes 
ral leſſer Streams and Rivulets. Hence ariſe natio- 
nal Churches, and in them Aſſemblies, and Coun- 
cils of various Forms, more or fewer, according as 
the Church ſhall determine, agreeably to the Exi- 
gency of Affairs, and Circumſtances of Chriſtians. 

AND ͤtho', according to this Scheme, the' laſt 
Reſort of Church Power would naturally be in the 
united Body of the Paſtors and Rulers of the 
Church univerſal, or their Delegates, which would 
make a truly General or Catholick Council; yet, in 
the preſent Circumſtances, this being impracticable, 
it ſeems agrecable, both to Scripture: and Reaſon, 
and is on many Accounts neceſſary and expedient, 
that the laſt Reſort of Church Power be lodged in 
the ſupreme Judicatory of each national Church; 
that ſo the Subjects of one Kingdom may not be 
obliged to have Recourſe to another, for eccleſiaſti- 
cal more than for civil Affairs. For tho' national 
cr particular Churches be but Parts of that diffuſive 
Body, the Church univerſal, yet they are repreſent- 
ed in Scripture, as having all Church-power, neceſ- 
ſary for their good Government and Order, with- 
in themſelves. Accordingly we find the Church of 
Corinth blamed, for not inflicting the higheſt Church- 


Cenſure upon that inceſtuous Perſon amongſt them:* 


Which cvidently ſuppoſeth that particular Church 
to be poſſeſſed of ſufficient Power for that End, 
without waiting the Direction of the Church uni- 
verſal. And by Parity of Reaſon, the like may be 
faid now of any national or particular Church 
through the Chrikian World: Namely, That the 

laſt 
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laſt Relort of Church Power 2 and may be, lodg- | 

ed in her ſupreme Judicatory, extending to all her 0 

Members; nay, to all profeſſed Chriſtians within her p 

Bounds, who ſhall at any Time fall under her Cog- q 

nizance. And this radical Power lodged in the uni- C 

ted Body of the Paſtors and Rulers of a national pc 

Church, or their Delegates, may be branched out W 

MW and diſtributed into ſeveral leſſer Judicatories, more al 
5 or fewer, as the Church ſhall determine, and the TS by 
53 Circumſtances of Chriſtians require, . A 
4. Þ obſerve, That the Power of Paſtors, or ſti 

Church Rulers,” even united together in larger or Cl 

lefler Judicatories, is ſill limited and circumſcribed, ga 

by the Laus of Jeſus Chriſt: It is neither Abſolute ig 

nor Legiſlative in Matters of Faith and Salvation. ſuc 

All theſe are already determined by Jeſus Chriſt, our an 

only Lord and Lawgiver in ſpiritual Things; and no eſt 

Society of Men upon Earth have Power, either to col 

enlarge the Terms of Salvation, or to make them he 

narrower than Chriſt hath done. But as ſingle Pa- Ch 

ſtors may lay before their People, the plain and ne- pri 

ceffary Conſequences of Scripture, ſo the united Pa- FM. M 

ſtors of any particular Church may doubtleſs lay to- | 

_ gether ſuch Texts of Scripture, and their native Con- ay 

ſequences, as appear to them of greateſt Importance dat 

in Chriſtianity; and expreſs theſe Truths in other dot 

than ſcripture Words: For it is the Senſe, not the fan 

Sound, which makes a Propoſition. true or falſe, - An 

{criptural or unſcriptural. And ſince Church Of- ly « 

ficers are not only impowered, but required, to try the. 

is others beſore they ordain them, to examine if they tha 
. be ſound in the Faith, apt to teach, and able to con- nit] 
4 vice Gainſayers, whicn clearly implies a Power of Ch 
Wh rejecting them, if they are not fo qualified ; it ap- Re 
peats to me a native Conſequence ot this, that Pa- in: 


ſors 
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ſtors may from Scripture frame ſuch a Declaration, 
or Confeſſion of Faith, as may be a fit Mean and 
proper Teſt, to know whether a Candidate be fo 
qualified or not. And ſuch a Method ſecures a 
Candidate more, from the Oppreſſions of an im- 
poſing Spirit, than if Matters were left at large, 
without any ſuch Formulary ; for then he would be 
altogether at the Diſcretion of every particular Preſ- 
bytery, or Judicatory that ſhould try his Soundneſs. 
And according to the preſent Circumſtances of Chri- 
ſtians, It ſeems altogether impracticable, that any 
Church could be fo conſtitute, as to admit of a le- 

| Eſtabliſhment without ſome Formulary of Faith, 
| ſigned and adhered to by her ſeveral Officers. And 
ſuch a Formulary, or Confeſſion of the neceſſary 
and important Articles of Chriſtianity, being once 
eſtabliſhed agreeably to Scripture, any Perſon that 
comes not up to it, hath no Reaſon to complain, if 
he is. not admitted an Officer or Paſtor in that 


Church, becauſe he is deprived of no Birth-right 


Privilege, or of nothing that belongs to him, as a 
Man and as a Chriſtian. | | 
Ax p when Controverſies of Faith ſpring up in a- 
By Age, by which the Body of the People are en- 
dangered, then the Paſtors of the Church may 
_ doubtleſs meet together, examine, and determine the 
ſame, not in an abſolute, but in a miniſterial Way. 
And when any Synod of the Clergy hath impartial- 
ly examined a controverted Point, ſo far as to ſettle 
their Opinions about it, they may certainly decree, 


that ſuch is their Doctrine. And when ſuch Defi - 
nitions are made, by the Body of the Paſtors of any 


Church, all Perſons within the ſame, do ow great 
Reſpect to their Deciſion, Modeſty muſt be obſerved 


in atter Reaſonings about it; and if a Man finds 
EE D his 
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his own Thoughts differ from it, he ought to exa- 
mine the Matter over again, with much Attention 
and Care, with a juſt Diſtruſt of his own Under- 
ſtanding, and a humble Reſpect to the Judgment of 
his Superiors. But if after all due Methods of Enqui- 
ry, a Man cannot agree with the publick Deciſions, 
his Conſcience is not under Bonds from Men, ſince 
their Authority is not abſolute, nor grounded upon 


a Promiſe of Infallibility, as all true Proteſtants 


muſt grant. But to proceed, 
5. The Church's Power about indifferent 


Things, i. e. Matters not determined by any Law of 


God, either natural or revealed, is a Subject of 
much Debate, even among Proteſtants themſelves; 
ſome declare very roundly for the Church's Power to 
decree Rites and Ceremonies, alledging that if the 
Paſtors or Rulers of the Church have not a Power to 
determine in all indifferent Things, then they have 
no Power at all: For according to them, this is the 
only Meaſure that can be given in the Matter. But 
as our Church claims no ſuch Power, ſo for clear- 
ing this Matter, it may be of Uſe to obſerve, that 
all things lawtal are not expedient, and there ſeems 
to be a plain Difference amongſt Things not deter- 
mined by the Law of God. Some of them are ne- 


ceſlary to be determined, others not neceſſary; ſome 


of them have ſuch a cloſs Connection with the Things 
commanded, as that they muſt be determined ſome 
Way or other: Thus Time and Place are the neceſ- 


ſary Circamſtances of all publick Meeeings; the 


Days of publick Faſtings, Thankſgivings, and Com- 
munions are of the ſame Nature; and as theſe and 


the like indifferent Things muſt be determined by 
1ome Authority or other, ſo I make no Doubt bur 
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the Rulers of the Church have an inherent Power of 


determining them, in ſuch a Way as ſhall be moſt 
expedient for the Body of the Chriſtian People over 
whom they watch. 

lis true indeed, Days of Faſts or Thankſgivings 
do in their own Nature put ſuch a Stop to Courts 
and Markets, and all civil Buſineſs or ſecular Affairs, 
that it ſeems expedient both for the People and Ru- 


lers of a Chriſtian Church, to conſult the civil Magi- 


ſtrate, when they make them national, or to extend 
to any confiderable Body of the Lieges; and when 
the Magiſtrate ſees fit, to call his Subjects to ſuch 
a Duty, the Paſtors of the Church ought doubtleſs 
to comply therewith, unleſs ſome peculiar Circum- 
ſtances make their Compliance ſinful. But then tho 
Church Rulers have a Power of determining theſe 
and the like indifferent Matters, which muſt be de- 
termined ſome way or other, it by no means fol- 
lows , that they have an abſolute Power of determi- 
ning all indifferent Matters, of whatever ſort. Be- 
cauſe the Church, from an urgent Call in Provi- 
dence, may appoint a Faſt or a Thankſgiving Day, 


it by no means follows, that ſne may convert the 


half of our Time into Holy Days or anniverſary 
Feſtivals. And to give Church Rulers ſuch a Power 
would be to introduce Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, 
which 1s as miſchievous to the Church as regal Ty- 

ranny 1s to the State. | 
Again, It ought to be remembred, that every Thing 
which a Man may lawfully practiſe himſelf, cannot 
be lawfully impoſed upon others. Tho' a Man 
may lawfully do himſelf what is not forbidden, yet 
there is more than this neceſſary to inveſt him with 
a Power to deprive others of their natural Freedom. 
For beſides a Commiſſion, - there muſt be ſome ”=_ 
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ble Utility, or Expediency in the Thing it ſelf, to the 
whole or major Part of the Society, before it can 
warrantably be made a Law or Canon binding the 
whole. And ſince from what hath been ſaid, it ap- 

rs, that the Church's Power extends not abſo- 
Jutely to all indifferent Things, but only to ſuch as 
muſt be determined fome way or other, becaule of 
their Conne&ion with commanded Duty, and to 
ſuch as tend viſibly to the greater ſpiritual Good and 
Edification, if not of the whole Society, yet of the 
orcater Part thereof ; it plainly follows, that Church- 
Rulers or Governours have great need of Prudence, 
Equity and Moderation in their Deciſions about 
indifferent Matters. And tho' it be fit and neceſ- 
ſary to have general Rules, about things which of- 
ten occur in the Church, ſuch as the previous Steps 
for Trial of thoſe who are to be licenſed or ordained, 
the Time and Manner of Rebuking ſcandalous 
Perſons, and the like publick Things, frequently oc- 
curring in the Church; yet wiſe Governours are 
ſparing to multiply Rules about indifferent Things, 
leſt they prove burdenſome to Chriſtians, and embar- 


raſs the Diſcipline of the Church. 


6. And now I am led to ſpeak a little of the Paſ- 
tor's Power in cenſuring ſcandalous Perſons, com- 
monly called the Diſcipline of the Church. If an 


Offence be private, we are to endeavour to remove 


it, in a private Way, as our Saviour dire&s, Matt. 


xviii. 15. but when a Sin becomes open and publick, 


o as to be a {tumbling block to others, then the A- 


poſtle directs the Paſtors of the Church, to rebuke 
ſuch ſcandalous Offenders openly or publickly, that 
others alſo may fear, 1 Tim. v. 20. And in order to 


this, it is plain, they muſt have a Power to conveen, 
and try Perſons for Scandals in a Judicial TOR: 
| An 
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And Miniſters ſhould endeavour to bring the Guil- 


ty to a Senſe of their Sin, and to ſubmit to the Cen- 
ſures of the Church, not by Force and Violence, (for 
Church- men as ſuch have no Power of the Sword) 
but by dealing with their Conſciences in a Rational 
and Scripture Method, and laying fairly before, them 
the Judgments of God. And in caſe of Obſtinacy, 
or maniteſt Contempt of the Church's Cenſures, our 
Saviour directs us how to deal with them, Mat. xviii. 
17. Not by giving them up to the Civil Magiſ- 
trate to be burnt or hanged, but to exclude them 
the Privileges of Church Memberſhip, and treat 
them as Heathens. And as we are ſtill bound to 
obſerve the Laws of Humanity, and Ties of Nature 
with a Heathen, ſo likewiſe with a Perſon under the 


Cenſures of the Church, tho*' we are not to converſe 


ſo familiarly - with him, as with a Chriſtian Friend 
or Brother. | oe 
AnDp.as the Law of God revealed in Scripture, 
is the Meaſure of Right and Wrong, of Sin and Du- 
ty to all Chriſtians ; ſo of what is, or ought to be, 
{ſcandalous and cenſurable in the Church of God: 
And Paſtors have no Power to make Things ſcan- 
dalous or cenſurable as they pleaſe, nor can they 
juſtly decree that to be an Offence, which God has 
not declared to be one. Nay, the Cenſures of the 
Church are ſpecified in Scripture, and the Rulers 
thereof have no Power to change them, nor to inflict 
arbitrary Pennances and Cenſures of their own In- 
vention. They may admoniſh and rebuke ſcanda- 
lous Perſons publickly or privately, as their Offence 
requires, and if one Rebuke anſwers not the End, 
they may doubtleſs renew the ſame a ſecond, or a 


third Time, or oftner if they ſee Cauſe ; and if 
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the Tranſgreſſor proves obſtinate, they may exco- 


municate him, that is, (as I underſtand it) they may 
exclude him all Church Privileges, and declare that 
he appears to them to be a Slave to Satan, and 
that he is to be treated as a Heathen, and avoided 
by Chriſtians as an infectious and dangerous Per- 
ſon: And this is all their Power extends to. 

Ir would further be noticed, that Church Cen- 
ſures are not properly penal, but of a medicinal Na- 
ture; they are inflicted not to deſtroy, but to re- 
cover the guilty, and preſerve the innocent. And 
therefore ſcandalous Perſons, under the higheſt 
Cenſures, are, upon their Submiſſion and Repen- 
tance to be received into Church Communion again, 


and loos d or abſolv'd from Cenſures. And as this 


may be all that is meant by the binding and looſing, 
retaining and remitting of Sins mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, when apply'd to the ordinary Paſtors of the 


Church, ſo it carries nothing in it unreaſonable or 


abſurd. For the Paſtor's Power, in inflicting Cenſures 
and abſolving from them, is (as in other Matters) 
only miniſterial and conditional, ratified or not in 
Heaven, as God ſees juſt. 

I would further obſerve, That Errors or Hereſies 
in Doctrine may, when ſcandalous, be the Objects 
of Church-Cenſure, as well as Sins in Practice. 


This appears plain from the Inſtances of Hymeneus, 


Alexander {and Philetus, mentioned 1 Tim. 1. 20. 
And the Epiſtles to Pergamus and Thyatira, two 
Churches in Aſia, blamed for not cenſuring ſome He- 
retical Doctrines, Rev. ii. 14, 20. A Heretick, after 
#be firſt and ſecond Admonition, is to be rejected, as 

| well 


* Mat. 18. 18. + 2 Tim. 2. 175 18 
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well as any other ſcandalous Perſon, Titus iii. 10. 
But then, as every Sin in Practice is not the Ob- 
ject of Church Diſcipline, ſo every Error in Doctrine 
is not to be cenſured as heretical ; but only ſuch as 
directly ſubverts the fundamental Articles of Reli- 
gion, plainly eſtabliſhed in Scripture, and makes 4 
Man openly ſcandalous, and hurtful in the Church 
of Chriſt. The common Plea for exempting Here- 
ticks from Cenſure, drawn from the Nature of hu- 
mane Underſtanding, would, if purſued, ex- 
empt every Debauchee in Practice, who ſhould re- 


tend to juſtify it. For it is not in a Man's Power to 


love or hate, otherwiſe than according to the Ap- 
pearances of Things, more than to believe or not as 
he pleaſeth. But in reality, it is no good Plea at the 
Bottom, nor ſufficie nt to exeem either the Heretick 
or the Prophane from the Cenſures of the Church. And 
in judgitig of all Scandals, Hereſies as well as others, 
Men muſt proceed accord ing to the Ouverte Ads 
ſufficiently made known to them, without dipping 
into the ſecreet Motives which influence them. A 
Man may be cenſured, for what is declared here- 
tical in Doctrine, or ſca ndalous in Practice, accord- 
ing to the Holy Scriptures, whatever be the ſecret 
Mot ives of his Belief or of his Practice. Of theſe 


Men are not competent Judges, nor ought they to 


meddle with them, but leave them to God who 
judgeth the Heart. But to judge of a Man's open 
Profeſſion, which is an Ouverte Act, cognoſcible by 
Men, is no uſurping of God's Prerogative to judge 
the Heart. And as a Perſon duely convict of Here- 
ſy may be cenſured in the ordinary Way eſtabliſhed 
in Scripture, ſo ke is to be tryed according to the 
uſual Method, that is, by Libel and W 2 
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he conſeſſeth not; for God hath not appointed -dif- 


ferent Methods of trying ſcandalous Perſons, And a 


Perſon ſuſpected of Hereſy is not to be condemned 


as guilty meerly for not anſwering Queſtions, no 
more than we would condemn any other Perſon, as 
guilty of a ſcandalous Crime, purely becauſe he would 
not be his own Accuſer, or declined to anſwer all 


the enſnaring Queſtions his Judges might think fit 


to propoſe unto him. | 


7. From the whole of what hath been ſaid it ap- 
pears, that the Clergy's Power is altogether of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature, diſtin& from and independent of that 
of the Civil Magiſtrate. To inform the. Mind, 
convince the Conſcience, and reform the Practice, is 
what faithful Paſtors aim at; for they watch. for 
Souls, as thoſe that mult give an Account. And the 
better to carry on their great Deſign, they meet, 


_ eonſtitute, paſs Sentence, and do every other Thing 


in the Name of Jeſus, by his Authority, and accord- 


„ 4 £ >» 


further than by way. of Perition or Advice, when re- 
quired. 5 

TuxEIR Power is not coercive, and their Weapons 
are not carnal but ſpiritual, mighty through God 
to ſubdue Sinners, and to pull down the ſtrong Holds 
of Satan's Kingdom. And as their Power is thus 
diſtin& from that of the Civil Magiſtrate, ſo it may 


juſtly be exerciſed independently of him; as it really 


was for the firſt 300 Years of Chriſtianity, and now 
Is, in this national Church under the Countenance 
and Prote&ion of a gracious Sovereign, to whom 
we are all highly indebted for our Liberty. The 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Courts are ſo very diſtin& in 
their Nature, and inſtituted to ſuch different _ 

poſes 
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poſes, that if they are managed with Prudence, and 


kept within their due Bounds and reſpective Limits, 


tis impoſſible there can be any Colliſion, or Interfeir- 
ing between them. And all the Abſurdities alledged 
to flow from imperium in imperio, or two ſupreme 
Powers in the ſame Nation, ariſe, either from miſta- 


ken Notions of thefe two very diſtin& Powers, the ſa- 


cred and the civil, or from the Abuſe of either the 
one or the other, or of both. Butno Argument can 
juſtly be drawn from the Abuſe of any Power againſt 
tis Being and Lawfulneſs. To ſay that there ſhould 
be no ſuch Thing as Church Power, becauſe it hath 
ſometimes made Encroachments upon the State, and 
been abuſed to very wicked Purpoſes, is every whit 
as abſurd as to ſay, that there ought to be no ſuch 


Thing as regal Power, becauſe it hath often been 


abuſed to 'Tyranny and Oppreſſion. And put the 
Caſe, that theſe two Powers ſhould contradi& one 
another, ſuppoſe, with a late ingenious Writer, | that 
the Church ſhould order a Man to the Temple, at the 
ſame Time, that the State calls him to the Camp; 
There isnor here any Argument againſt the Exiſtence 
of theſe two diſtin& Powers, nor any. real Abſurdity. 
For the Man is not really under two different Obli- 
gations at the ſame Time, and ſounder a Neceſſity 
of ſinning, as the Argument ſuppoſeth ; which would 
indeed be a real Abſurdity ; but he is only under a 


Neceſſity of conſidering the Matter duely in all its 


Circumſtances, and obliged to prefer either the 
Church or the State, as he apprehends the preſent Exi- 
gency of Affairs requires. And in this Caſe, there 

ems to be no greater Perplexity, than what a Son 
is put to, when we * the Magiſtrates Orders 


F Rights of the Chriſtian Church allerted- 


| 1 WwAH— ©. 
to contradict his Father's, in a Matter within the 
paternal Power. By the Miſmanagement of the re- 
ſpective Governours of Church or State, there 
may be contradictory Orders given; but theſe do not, 
cannot, lay contradictory Obligations upon the fame 
Perſons, at the ſame Time: And therefore do not 
$46, prove the two Powers to be incompatible and incon- 
19 . | ſiſtent. No more than the paternal Power is proven 
1 to be inconſiſtent with the Magiſtrates Power in a 
City, becauſe it is poſſible the Father and the Ma- 
| giſtrate may, through ſome Miſmanagement, give 
3 very contrary Orders to the Son at the ſame Time. 
kf Bur tho” the paſtoral Office bediſtin& from, and 
independent of that of the Civil Magiſtrate, yet the 
Perſons poſſeſſed of this ſacred Office, are truly Sub- 
je&s in all civil Concerns, and as ſuch accountable 
to the State, for all Crimes done againſt it: And for 
the ſame Perſon, to be accountable to the civil Ma- 
giſtrate in ſome Inſtances, and in others, wherein he 
is under ſuperior Obligations to almighty God by 
virtue of another Character, to be independent of 
him, is no more abſurd, than for the ſame Man to 
be both a Husband and a Subject, (a domeſtick So- 
vereign and a State Subject,) ro the ſame Woman 
at the ſame Time: Which happened lately in the 

caſe of Prince George and Queen Anne. 
IN a Word molt of the Confuſion, which ſome 
ingenious Men apprehend to be in this Matter, 
ſeems to ariſe from taking their Notions of Church 
Power, not from the New Teſtament, but from 
the particular Conſtitutions of this or the other E- 
ſtabliſned Church; and from blending of civil 
and ſacred Things together; which is too 
common in moſt eſtabliſhed - Churches, particularly 
that of England, where the Biſhops Court, - 
CA -_ 


han. eo a Hd , to ot 


bs tk or 


{ 
3 hai s 


As es 4.4 4.ca a _- © > - 4% wear S355 ib yjywgn, thers Prin fa go? 


29 


called Spiritual, is yet truly of a civil Nature, and 
meddles as much with civil Things, as our Commſ-/ 


ſar Court doth: And no Wonder then, that it is 


made to depend upon the State. But let Perſons 


truly ſeparate Things Sacred from Things Civil, let 
chem obſerve the reſpective Boundaries aſſigned to 
each in Scripture, and make nothing an eccleſiaſtical 


Affair, but what the Scriptures hath made ſo, and 


let Church-men ſtill remember, that they are Sub- 
je&s in all civil Matters, and to meddle with No- 
thing as Judges, but what Jeſus Chriſt hath made 


ſubject to their Authority in the holy Scriptures ; 


and then all the fancied Abſurd it ies, ariſing from 
a ſuppoſed Claſhing of Powers, and a Colliſion of Ju- 
riſdictions, will quickly evaniſh and be gone. | 

8. FixnarLy:the Paſtor's Power, as I have ſtated 


it, is by no Means inconfiſtent with private Judg- 


ment, and the common Rights of Chriſtians, That 
ſome Church- men claim a Power inconſiſtent with 
theſe is plain ; but becauſe the abſolure Power and 
infallible Authority of the Clergy is truly incon- 


ſiſtent with that juſt Liberty, which the Scripture | 


hath left to every Chriſtian, of examining and trying 
for himſeif; does ir therefore follow, that the limi- 


ted Power and miniſterial Authority, which evan- 


gelical Paſtors are inveſted with, by the Rules of 
the Goſpel, is like wife inconſiſtent with theſe ſacred 


and unalienable Rights of Mankind? No, by no 


Means. Every Perſon ſees the Weakneſs of ſuch an 
Inference in other Caſes; becauſe arbitrary Power, 
or tyrannical Government in the State, introduceth 
Slavery, and is inconſiſtent with the juſt Rights and 
Liberties of Mankind, does it follow, that a limi- 


ted Government, and mild Adminiſtration is incon- 


ſiſtent with theſe valuable Rights and Privileges 
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of free- born Subjects? No wiſe Man will think fo. 


And yet at the Bottom, this is all the Argument, 


drawn from that fruitful Topick of Liberty, againſt 
Church-power truly ſtated. But *tis plain, a juſt 
Liberty is very conſiſtent with a limited Govern- 


ment, both in Church and State. As the Light of 


Reaſon and of Revelation are not to be ſet in Op- 
oſition to one another, but both to be improven 
thankfully by the Chriſtian, as valuable Bleſſings 


from God, neceſſary to lead him in the Way to. 
Heaven and Happineſs; ſo private Judgment and 
the Paſtor's Authority are not to be ſet in Oppoſition | 
to one another, but both to be uſed in a due Man- 


ner, as mutually helpful, and aſſiſting to us in the 
great Purpoſes of Religion. A Guide's Aſſiſtance, 
in a difficult Road, may be as neceſſary and uſeful 


to a Traveller, as his own Eye- ſight, and theſe two 


are by no Means inconſiſtent, but mutually helpful 
and aſſiſting to him in his Journey. And for all the 
fine Things ſaid, by ſome Men, in behalf of private 
Judgment, (which is ſtill to be carefully maintain- 


ed, as a Foundation-ſtone in our happy Reformation, 


and to be uſed diſcreetly in Examining the Decrees 


of all our lawtul Superiors, whether Civil or Ec- 


cleſiaſtical) yet it is a plain Fact, obvious from Ex- 


rience, that the judgment and Capacity of the 


Bulk of Mankind, in improving the holy Scriptures, 
for their own Salvation, need all that Help and A ſ 
ſiſtance, which the moſt skilful and diligent Paſtors, 
and the moſt judicious Commentators, can ordinar- 
ly give them. And tho* Modeſty, and Submiſſion 
to their Paſtor's ſuperior Skill and Judgment general- 
ly becometh private Perſons, with reſpe& to. the 
darker Parts of Revelation; yet in plain Matters, and 
Things clearly revealed, if the Paſtor ſhould go a- 
ES. | ſtray 
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| fray, the private Chriſtian muſt: doubtleſs do the 
beſt he can, to keep himſelf right in the Way to 
Heaven and Happineſs. of Es 3 

Tnus I have endeavoured to ſtate and defend 
that Power and Authority, with which the ordina- 
ry Paſtors and Rulers of the Church are inveſted |. 
by Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Nature of their 
Office, and the Rules of the Goſpel. The Impor- 
trance of the Subje&, and the Variety of Particulars 
neceſſary to be touched upon, in order to place it 
in a tolerable Light, will, I hope, plead my Excuſe 
for the tedious Length thereof, on ſuch an Occa- 
fon. | 

II. I proceed now to the ſecond general Head, 
viz. To ſpeak a little of that Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion, which is due from a Chriſtian People to 
their ordinary Paſtors, or ſuch as have the Rule o- 
ver them in ſpiritual Things. And as the Paſtor's 
Power is not abſolute, ſo the People's Obedience and 
Submiſſion is not to be unlimited nor implicite. If 
Church-rulers ſhall exceed their Powers, and require 
Things, either ſinful or unneceſſary and extravagant, 
then the People are not bound to obey them; but to 
fand faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath . 
made them free, not {laviſhly ſubmitting to the 
arbitrary Impoſitions of Men of like Paſſions 
with themſelves. But when Church-rulers keep 
within their juſt Bounds, and meddle with nothing 
but what belongs to them by the Law of Jeſus; _ 
when their Decrees, in Points of Faith, are only the 
plain and neceſſary Conſequences of Scripture fairly 
ſtated, when their Cenſures are well founded and ſcrip- 
tural ; and when their Authority is interpoſed, only 
to fix, by general Rules, ſuch indifferent Matters, as 


muſt be determined ſome Way or other, fc: the 
greater 
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greater Good and Edification of the Church thin 


tis plain, they are, with Reverence and Submiſſion, 


to be obeyed: And that fof ' Conſcience ſake, as 
being the Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, the Contempt 
whereof is ſinful, and would introduce endleſs A- 


narchy and Confuſion, into that well compacted Bo- 


dy the Church of Jeſus. 7 
As the Command of a lawful Superior, in Mat- 


ters competent for him, and ſubject to his Autho- 
rity, is owned by all, to lay a moral Tie and Obli- : 


gation upon the Mind; fo, IT apprehend, the De- 
crees of Church-rulers, regularly interpoſed in Mat- 


ters competent for them, and ſubje& to their Au- 


thority, lay a moral Tie and Obligation, upon the 
Minds of thoſe Chriſtian People, over whom they 
are appointed to watch. For if Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion to our ſpiritual Guides and Rulers, be a 
Duty in ſome Caſes, as the Text evidently declares 
it to be, tis plain their Commands, like the Com- 


mands of other lawful Superiors, muſt in ſuch Caſes 


oblige the Conſcience, or lay a moral Tie upon the 
Minds of thoſe Chriſtian People ſubjected to their 
Authority, by the Laws of Jeſus; and the Con- 


tempt of ſuch neceſſary and lawful Orders, about 


eccleſiaſtical Matters, muſt be ſinful in the Sight of 
God, as well as diſorderly in the Eye of Man. 'To 


give fixed and certain Rules, others than are already 


laid down in Scripture, whereby to know in all 
Caſes, when Obedience to our ſpiritual Rulers is a 
Duty, and when Diſobedience is ſinful, would be 
hard, if not impoſſible in our preſent Circumſtances; 


neither is it neceſſary, for the general Rules, daid 
down for that Effect in Scripture, are ſufficient to 


direct every honeſt Man of Prudence and Under- 
ſtanding, in this, as well as in other Matters of 
Practice. 
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Practice. And the Application of theſe, and all o- 
ther general Laws concerning Sin and Duty, to par- 
ticular Caſes as they occur, muſt depend very much 


upon the Integrity, Skill and Prudence of every par- 


ticular Chriſtian. And all I propoſe further upon 
this Head, is to give a few plain Inſtances of that 
Obedience and Submiſſion due from a Chriſtian 
People to their Paſtors and Overſeers in the Lord, 
which may ſerve to illuſtrate the ſame. And, 

1. Taz People are bound, to aſſemble themſelves 
at the appointed Times and Places, to hear tlie 


Word of God preached, by their reſpective Paſtors, 


and to receive from them the Sacraments of Jeſus, 


according to the Rules of the Goſpel. This is ſo plain 


a Part of the Peoples Duty, that I need not inſiſt 
upon it. Only I would notice, That no private 
Methods of Edification, ſuch as Reading, Con- 
yerſing, or the like üſeſul Ways of improving a lei- 
ſure Hour, are to be brought in Competition with 
our Attendance upon a regular Miniſtry, and the 
ſtated Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt: For this would 
be, to make gut ſelves wiſer than God. And tho 
ſome of the People ſhould excel their Paſtor, in the 
Kriowledge of the holy Scriptures, and other Parts 
of uſeful' Learning; yet this would not free them 
from their Obligations to attend upon his ſacred 
Miniſtrations in the Sanctuary. For all, both learn- 
ed and unlearned, are obliged to join together in tlie 
publick Worſhip of God, and to attend the Word 
preached, as an appointed Means of begetting and 
increaſing Faith, and every other Grace, in the Ex- 
erciſe whereof the ſpiritual Life conſiſts. For Faith 
ordinarily comes by hearing the Word preached, 


Rom. x. 17. 


5 Ld 


« 
i 
Cs 
* | 


n . 4 — 
8 n — code 1 
E 2 +5 b — * 


5 — : 
< : 7 
— bs — 2 . — 5 
. F 5 5 4 — 2 f 2 = - * — = SE; 8 — 1 * 1 — 0 
on he Ws at. ne £5 35 ; - - * "> "3 > 
. on a SS) 2 1 — r 6 RE 8 — = : ah a 
" 330 5 1 * r "- WER * >» * 7 I 2 : "x So " n - 2 be 
5 ry * * 3 5 N — ” - - if : 4 1 " 
. : 2 #: n © > N * — * = . So - + 4 b = 
= — — — 2 wd i. ww 1 4 8 A * 
* _ 9 ” = Mp - . 2, = — — 
a — A EE TEASED. >: 3 N N = + = 
J : — 2 I : A - r 2 > - yo — 
we 
* q 2 _. \ 


— , 4 —_ +5 * * = 
- % a 2 7 2 
_ 
— 


2 


3 22 
4 3 1 


2 * 
1 SD 7 2. 
—_—— A": er. 


KA... 


Mas = 
” ö — EI 8 2 * 


3 = 

PAL Se . 

Fae -S- 5 . . ̃ ˙L1J SORES” 
= — WOO ED TC” 
Sr n 


i. 
-> ae 

— - 7 
Br 


: — - 
* — 


— 


= 
re” a * 
2 . - L Ps 
* © * — * 


SED 


C * 
„ 
hr 


> 4 = 
- * S 
S ES, — 
. 
r 
— 
cM 
a, 4 


=. 
EN. te 
"AE 3 
E REF 
1 * * WEr Si 
„ 


— 9 = 
= ROE 
— * < 


— — 


1 . 
2. Whtn, at any Time, any of the People, 
or any of the Clergy themſelves, are guilty of open 
and ſcandalous Tranſgreſſions of the Laws of Jecſus, 
then they ſhould penitently and voluntarily ſubmit 
to thoſe Cenſures which he | hath appointed, and 


.- which Paſtors are bound to inflict, according to the 


Rules of the Goſpel. For if a Paſtor is called by the 
Word, to rebuke pablickly ſcandalous. Offenders ; 
then it 1s plain, they are called to hear ſuch Rebukes 
and ſubmit unto them. And if Offenders will not 
ſubmit to ſuch. Cenſures, our Saviour tells us, they 
are to be caſt out of the Church, and treated as 
Heathens, Matth. xviii. 11. And tho' ſome hardy 
Sinners may obſtinately deſpiſe the Cenſures of the 
Church, and think it a Piece of Bravery to rebel a- 
gainſt their ſpiritual Rulers, yet ſuch ought ſcriouſly 
to conſider, . that the Time is coming, when Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhall be revealed from Heaven, in flaming Fire 
with his mighty Angels, to take Vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of bis 
Son. And ſure they, who deſpiſe the Cenſures Chriſt 
hath appointed, diſobey his Goſpel, and ſhall be pu- 
niſhed as ſuch by him at laſt. And tho there are, and 
will be, different Sentiments, and perhaps ſeparate 
Communions, among profeſſed Chriſtians, while in 
this World; yet when the Scandal ariſeth, not from 
the Tranſgreſſion of the peculiar Rules of any par- 
ticular Church, but from a plain Breach of the Laws 
of Jeſus, wherein all are agreed; when the Matter 
is an Offence, not meerly to this and the other Bo- 
dy of Chriſtians, but to the whole Church of Chriſt 


where it is known; then, me thinks, no Pretence of 


particular Sentiments, or of a ſeparate Communion, 
ſhould 


E 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. 


1 e ff EP] 4 4 
„ Nv. FEW Totes, | OT Ang Oh N - ; = y . 
,,, Co Cs 
- 7 BY Fa = 4 LS w DOR A; AY Jn WE. Ev ere ATA = 17 , k 
4 $ x r 24 — 
dans 


—  — 
— eerne nes 
—— — 
— ons — ray — 


3 
2 


a 1 * 33 5 1 1 MY : 
ſhould exempt Perſons guilty of ſuch Scandals from 


the Diſcipline of the eſtabliſhed Church, whoſe Ra- 
lers are by Law made Judges of Scandal: Eſpecial- 
ly when the Diſcipline and Cenſures of ſuch a 


Church are not human Penances,nor arbitrary Impo- 


ſitions, but ſuch as are plainly appointed by Jeſus 
Chriſt the King and Head of the Church univerſal. 
3. Wrzn the Church hath fully examined any 


Point of Difference or Scandal competent for her, 


and given her final Deciſion therein, then it becomes 
the Duty of all her Members to ſubmit unto it; 
unleſs peculiat Circumſtances make it ſinful for any 
particular Perſon to do ſo. Thus for Inſtance, 
when the Supreme Judicatory of this National 
Church hath given her final Deciſion in any 
Point of Difference, ſuppoſe in a Competition of 
Calls, or the like Matter competent for her, then I 
am bound to ſubmit, tho* the Sentence pronounced 
ſhould not be agreeable to me. Nay ſuppoſe, the 
Sentence to be wrong, yet being pronounced by the 
laſt Reſort of a Power competent, it muſt take Place. 
For a Sentence pronounced by competent Autho- 
rity, and the ſupreme Power, muſt be valid tho not 
right ; otherwiſe Anarchy and Confuſion would be 
unavoidable in any Society or Church, and every 
Man, or Party, would be Judge in his own Cauſe. 
Much the like may be ſaid in any point of Scandal, 
ſuppoſe for Inſtance, a Miniſter under Proceſs for Scar- 
dal, ſhould at laſt be depoſed, in his A pprehenſion un- 
juſtly, yet he is bound to ſubmit. For an inno- 
cent Perſon had better patiently and chriſtianly ſuf- 
fer an unjuſt Cenſure, and ſubmit to ir, than throw 
the whole Church into Confuſion and Diſorder, by 
Diſobedience, upon ſuch Principles, as would ener- 
vate all Church * introduce Anarchy, and 


Make 
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make every Man a judge in his own Cauſe. In- 
deed, when a Man is not only condemned unjuſtly, 
but condemned to do a Thing in his Apprehenſion 
ſinful, which may happen in ſome Circumſtances, 
then the Caſe alters, and I cannot ſay that he is 
bound to ſubmit in ſuch Circumſtances. For no 
human Sentence can oblige a Man to do a' ſinful 
Thing, tho' it may and will oblige him to ſuffer an 
unjuſt Cenſure, when he can ſubmit without Sin- 
ning. | 

F I might mention that inward Love and E- 
ſeem, as well as that outward Reverence and Reſ- 
pect, due from People to their Paſtors, as a Part of 
the Obedience and Submiſſion here required. For 
in otlier Caſes, Obedience and Submiſſion always 
includes the Eſteem and Love,theReſpe& and Reve- 


rence of thoſe whom we are enjoined to obey, And 


that it is likewiſc here intended, appears plain from 
chat parallel Text, 1 Theſ. v. 12, 13. Where the 
Apoſtle exhorts the Bretheren to know, or reſpect, 
them that labour among them, and are over them, 
in the Lord, and to efteem them very highly in Love 
for their Works ſake : But this I do not inſiſt upon, 
leſt I ſhould be miſtaken. Only I muſt be allowed 
to ſay, that tho' the Miniſters of this Church, never 
ſtend upon Points of Honour, nor diſpute Preceden- 
cies with their People; tho their Names be not 
adorned with many Honorary Titles ; nor their 
Perſons ſurrounded with a ſplendid Equipage ; nor 
their Labours encouraged with rich Benefices ; yet 
poor and plain as they are, they deſerve as much 
Reſpect and Reverence, as much Eſteem and Love, 
as any Body of Clergy, perhaps in the Chriſtian 
World ; bcing diligent in their Miniſterial Labours, 

t 0 | re- 
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their lawful Superiors. 
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regular in their Lives, and the Generality compe- 


tently learned and knowing. | 

1 only add, That any ſingle Paſtor or Church Of- 
ficer is as much bound to obey his ſuperior Ju- 
dicatory as a Lay-man. And ſo what hath been 
ſaid of the Obedience and Submiſſion, due from the 
People to their Paſtors, may eaſily be applied to par- 
ticular Miniſters with reſpect to the ſeveral Church 


Judicatories that are their Superiors. And the 


like may be ſaid of inferior Judicatories, with 
Reſpect to thoſe above them. And for any 
particular Judicatory to refuſe Submiſſion and 
Obedience to their Superiors in Things lawful and 
competent, under Pretence of a radical Power, is 
juſt as if a private Chriſtian or particular Paſtor 
ſhould diſobey his Presbytry under Pretence of pri- 
vate Judgment, a Power as radical as any Pcrſon 
or Society can claim. And as the Crime ſeems much 
the ſame in both Caſes, fo the Anarchy and Contu- 
ſion is remarkably greater and more dangerous in the 
one Caſe than in the other; the Diſobedience of a par- 
ticular Perſon does little harm, in compariſon of the 
Rebellion of a whole Society, or Judicatory, aga inſt 

III. I ſhall now quickly conclude this long Diſ- 
courſe, with a ſhort Addrets, firſt, unto the Paſtors 


and Rulers of the Church, and next, to the Body of 
the Chriſtian People. 


I. And now, my very Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
thren, tho you know your Power, and your Duty, 
better than I can repreſent either unto you; yet 
ſuſter me to put you in Mind, that all your Power 
is Miniſterial, given for * Edification and not 
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N 
the Deſtruction of the Church of Jeſus. For this 


End are you made Preachers of Righteouſneſs, Dif- 


nſers of the ſacred Myſteries of our Religion, and 
Rulers in the Houſe of God; uſe then all your Power 


and Authority for this great and valuable End. Let 


your Sermons be ſuch as will edify, not amuſe the 


People, ſuch as will enlighten the Mind, as well as 


heat the Heart. Let the Strength of your Reaſonings, 
and the weight of your Arguments, fetch'd from 
thoſe ſacred Fountains of Reaſon and Revelation, 
faſten the Conviction, and command the Obedi- 


ence of your Hearers, more th an the bare Autho- 


rity of your Character. A Paſtor's ipſe dixit,- unleſs 
ſupported with ſuitable Argument, goes but a ſhort 


way in this Age,and it is Weakneſs to lay the Streſs 


of any Cauſe or Truth upon it. 3 6 
Ler us in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and in all 
our Judicial Proceedings, be wiſe and prudent, juſt 


and faithful, impartial and zealous. Let never our 
' Paſſions aggravate a Crime beyond its jaſt Demerit, 
nor ſtrong Jealouſies paſs for clear Proofs. Let us, 
like the aged Oak, bear with inflexible Firmneſs, all 


Storms ariſing cither from the Rage of the People, 


or the Frowns of the Great. Let us remember 


that tho* there be Caſes, in which Prudence and Ex- 
pediency muſt take Place, yet always in a conſiſtency 
with Juſtice and Equity; and let us ſtill endeavour 


to keep the golden Mean, between an obſtinate Stif- 


neſs and a childiſn Fickleneſs, between a rigid Seve- 
rity and a criminal Laxeſs in all our Manage- 


ments. Tis a known ſaying, ſummum jus, ſumma 


injuria, and the Rigor of Church Diſcipline may 
in ſome Caſes be unjuſt, as well as the Rigor of 
Law. Beſides, Authority overſtretched, like a Bow 

| 1 over- 


that the People will ſubmit unto them. 


1 
overbended, loſeth its Force and weakens its Influence. 


And tho' Anarchy and Confuſion, the native Con- 
ſequences of Libertines Principles, are to be avoidfd and 
guarded againſt by all Church-Rulers, as deſtiuctive 


to Peace and Truth, Diſcipline and Order in the 


Houſe of God; yet let us always remember, that 


Chriſtianity hath ſuffered more from an overgrown 
Authority in the Church ; Popery is a fatal Inſtance, 
how much Miſchief an exorbitant Church-Power 


hath done to Religion. Let us then beware of. a Po- 
piſh Spirit, mingling with our Councils or our Af- 
ſemblies. Let us ſtill bear in Mind that all the 


Power and Authority which we can juſtly claim, 
is a Truſt which we may forfeit by our Miſmanage- 


ments, and for which we are to be accountable to our 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors here, as well as to God here- 


after. Let us then ſtudy ſo to manage in every 
Affair as that we may give in our Accounts with the 
Approbation of our great and omniſcient Judge, 
and enter into the Joy of our Lord at laſt. And 
let us remember, that nothing will create us more 


Reſpect and Reverence in the Minds of People, than 
the Piety, Prudence, Juſtice, and Integrity of all 
our Proceedings; for even Herod feared and reve- 


renced John the Baptiſt, Becauſe he knew him to be 


a Juſt Man and a Holy, Mark vi. 20. In a Word 
let us all endeavour, like the He-goats, to go before 


our reſpective Flocks, in every Thing that is valuable 


and Praiſe worthy, particularly in a ſtrict Obſervance 


of thoſe few eaſy and equitable Rules, which our 
Church hath in great Wiſdom made, for the better 


Management of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; for if we 


tranſgreſs thoſe Rules our ſelves, how can we expect 


AND 


0 | 
Amp may all our reverend Paſtors ſtill conſider, 
that a juſt Moderation is the Glory, Strength, and 
Safety of any Chriſtian Church, particularly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland ; and may it be ſo 
while Sun and Moon endure : This will make her 
Beautiful as Tir ab, comely as Feruſalem, and ter- 
rible as an Army with Banners. 
II. As to you, my dear beloved Friends and 
Brethren, the Chriſtian People of every Rank and 
Denomination now hearing me; to you I addreſs 
the Exhortation in the Text, Obey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for 
they watch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt grye 
an Account. We claim no lordly Dominion over 
our Conſciences, nor deſire you to ſubmit to a 
urdenſome Yoke of arbitrary Ceremonies ; all we 
ſeek is, That you obey the Goſpel, and ſubmit to 
the Inſtitutions of Jeſus, our common Lord, and on- 
ly Sovereign in ſpiritual Things. We have no De- 
figns upon you, but what are for your Good, and 
claim no Submiſſion but what is for your ſpiritual 
Benefit and Advantage. Are any of you overtaken 
in a Fault, we deſire to reſtore ſuch an one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, not by carnal Severities and hu- 
man Penances, but by brotherly Admonitions and 


friendly Rebukes, according to the Rules of the 


Goſpel; why then will ye not ſubmit to ſuch gen- 


_ tle Diſcipline, as Chriſt himſelf hath appointed for 


our Good? We endeavour to enlighen the Under- 
anding, and convince the Conſcience of every 
Gainfayer, not by the wholeſome Severities of Fines 


and Impriſonments, Racks and Gibbets; but by 
the calmeſt Reaſoning, and mildeſt Diſcipline, Me- 


thods of Chriſt's Appointment, and not of our In- 
vention. As our Authority is gentle, and ever 
employed 
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according to the beſt of 
our Skill, ſo your Obedience ſhould be free and 
cheartul. An obdured Sinner, a hardened Atheiſt, 
may ſpend his Venom. againſt Religion, in a bitter 
Irony, or a ſpiteful Saying, to make the Clergy con- 
temptible; he may, by low Wit and ſtrong Malice, 
make us the Drunkard's Song, and p Fool's 
Laughing-ſtock ; but ail theſe Arrows will at laſt 
recoil upon himſelf with redoubled Fury, and ag- 
gravate his Guilt, and his Miſery throughout Eter- 
nity : For never a reproachful Saying, maliciouſly 
uttered againſt a worthy Miniſter, but Chriſt looks 
upon it, as expreſt againſt himſelf, and will accor- 
dingly puniſh it at laſt, But, my Friends, 7 hope 


better Things of you, and Things that accompany 


Salvation, tho I thus ſpeak; 1 hope, you will re- 
joice our Hearts and ſtrengthen our Hands, by a 
ready receiving of the Word and Sacraments from 


us, and a dutitul Complyance with the Diſcipline of 


Jeſus. I hope you are not, like Children, toſſed to 
and fro, carried about with divers and ſtrange Do- 
arines * ; but like the unchangeable Author of our 
holy Religion, fixed and conſtant in your pious 
Principles and Practices, according to the holy Serip- 
tures. Like the towring Alps, fixed invariably on 
a good Foundation; look down, with a Mixture of 
Pity and juſt Diſdain, upon thoſe unſtable Souls, 
who, like the fickle Weather-cock, turn with every 
changing Wind. | 

I hope you will not reje& our Counſels, nor de- 
ſpiſe our Admonitions all intended for your Good. 
Is not he an ungratcful Patient, who flights the 
Counſels, and contemns the Perſon of his faithful 
3 — Phyſician 


Ver. 8. 9. 


recover you from the Diſeaſe of Sin, and the Snares 
of Satan. Will you not then, my Brethren, join 
your united Forces, with our labortous tho* weak 
Endeavours, to promote your ſpiritual and eternal 
Happineſs? Will you not ſubmit to our Miniſtry, 
hear our Counſels, receive our Inſtructions, and re- 
gard our Perſons, as the Miniſters of Jeſus, as your 
Paſtors, your Friends, and your Benefactors in the 
Lord? And as the Apoſtle dire&s, in the Verſe 
following my Text, Pray for us; pray for our Suc- 
ceſs in the Goſpel, Thoſe Sermons which are the 
Fruit of the Peoples Prayers, as well as the Paſtor's 
Study, are moſt likely to be ſucceſsful Pray for us, 
that we may be found faithful Stewaras, and may 
do our Work now, and give in our Accounts at laſt, 
with Foy and not with Grief, for that is unprofitable 
to you, as well as to us. And hoping you will do 
theſe Things, and more than I can now crave of 
you; I conclude all with the Apoſtle's Prayer, in 
the Verſes following my Text, Ver. 20, 21. Now 
the God of Peace that brought again from the Dead 


our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 


through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
you perfect in every good Work to do his Will, work- 
ing in you that which is well pleaſing in his Sight, 
#brough Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. . 
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Phyſician, that watcheth Night ind Day for his 
Recovery? We, like ſpiritual Phyſicians, watch 
and pray, toil and labour both Night and Day, to 
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